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1. Name

historic Mississippi River and Bonne Terre Railway Depot

andorcommon Bonne Terre Depot

2. Location

street & number gk Street : — not for publication
city, ttiwﬂT "B(;ﬁne."férr_e“ . - B — vicmlfy of . g .
state . ' Missouri . code 29 . coynty. St. Francois 87 code '
- [ ] -
3. Classification
Category Ownership , Status Present Use
——_ district e public — occupied — agriculture —— museum
X building(s) _X private ~X . unoccupied - commercial — park
—— Structure e both —- work in progress — educational —— private residence
T site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertalnment — religious
— Object —— in process — yes; restricted — government — scientific
—.— being considered —— yes:unrestricted  ____ industrial — transportation
_ X N/A ——no Tt teonrin i militdry s ox other: vacant
4. Ownerof Property ... .. .. . ... .
name - Rodica,'Inc. A
P.0O. Box 128
street & number 215 East Main
city, town Flat River — vicinity of state M oconri 63601

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Racorder of Deeds

street & number St. Francois County Courthouse

city, town Farmington state M4 ggouri

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Missouri State Historical Surveiss this property been determined eligible? __yes X no

1 2
date 1983 - federal _X state __ county ___local

depository for survey records Department of Natural Resources

city, town Jefferson City state Migsouri 65102
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—. excellent __ deteriorated ___ unaltered —3x_ original site

-— good —— fuins X altered — moved date _ —
X fair — . unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Bonne Terre Depot, surrounded by the vestiges of its large
trainyard, faces northwest from its site on the outskirts of the town
of Bonne Terre. It is a building of solid proportions, though delicacy
of detail, and is dominated by a round, conical-roofed tower set at its
northern corner. The two and one-half story frame building, rests on an
ashlar foundation and is surmounted by a broad, hipped roof, pierced by
dormers on all facades. Countering the verticality of the tower is an
encircling veranda with bell-cast profile.

The building's design has its origins in the Queen Anne architect-
ural style, elements of which are seen in its asymmetrical composition,
and its variety of forms, wall textures and colors. However, influence
of the later Stick Style appears in the horizontal siding, corner posts
and braces which define the veranda. The combination of these diverse
styles is augmented with vernacular elements, such as the two-over-two
doublehung fenestration pattern.

Exterior Details:

The building appears essentially as it was constructed in 1909, with the
exception of minor modernizations in the interior. It is composed of a
two and one-half story main block, with a large single story baggage and
cargo area to the southeast. The Depot's facades are distinguished by
board expanses of roof planes; dormers of the'main block are hip-roofed
and lighted by one-light, fixed sash triple windows. Eyebrow dormers
mark the baggage area. The roof is sheathed in grey slate. Openings are
regularly spaced and consist of the following: five-panel doors, topped
with transoms, single leaf in the main block, double leaf in the cargo
area. The primary fenestratiom type is the two-over-two, doublehung sash;
again the cargo. area is distinguished by small, three-light fixed sash
windows at the level of the veranda braces. The first story is marked by
horizontal siding; the second story with imbxricated shingles. The Depot
creates a visual display with its architectural details, brackets, door
panels, window surrounds, highlighted with varying shades of brown and gold.

Interior Details:

With the exception of the addition of a small bathroom and electricity at
an unknown date, the interior of the Depot is unchanged. Entrance to the
first floor is made through a small lobby into two separate waiting rooms,
a ticket area, and three baggage/cargo compartments. Access to the second
floor is attained directly from the exterior; here were housed the offices
of the railroad line and the local telegraph office. The third floor is
reached by separate stair from the second floor level, and is unfinished.
The partial basement under the main block is also unfinished, and contains
a coal shute and furnace. Interior wall surfaces throughout are finished
in tongue and groove panelling and encircled by a chair rail. Retained are
the original ticket counters and two-story vault. :



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

- —. prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric _ community pfanning = . . [andscape architecture _ religion

-.— 1400-149%9 __archeology-historic . . conservation . law .. SCience

—— 1500-1589  _ _ agriculture - .. economics --... literature - .—. sculpture

e 1600-1699 __ X architecture .- - education _ . military - — social/

- _. 1700-1799 . _art -. . engineering ---— music humanitarian

... 1800-1899 __ commerce - exploration-seitlement __ philosophy ———. theater

—X 1800~ -.. communications . ... industry . politics.government _X _ transportation
. invention . - other (specify)

Specific dates 1909 ' BuiderArchitect  Unknown

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The significance of the Bonne Terre Depot, to the city of Bonne Terre and
to St. Francois County, resides in its association with both the lead
mining and transportation industries of the area. It is illustrative of
the themes of architecture and transportation, and complies with Criteria
A and C of the standards for the evaluation of historic properties by the
National Register of Historic Places.

Architecture:

The Depot is significant both for its individual design and for its arch-
itectural purity. A two and one-half story frame structure, it reflects
a standard nineteenth century style of construction for small railroad
stations throughout Missouri and the west. A vermacular building, it yet
has close stylistic associations with Queen Anne and Stick Style archi-
tectural designs, and exhibits the local enthusiasm for these styles
which endured in rural areas long after modern styles had overtaken metro-
politan stations.

The Depot was built in 1909 by St. Joe Lead Company carpenters, after the
original depot, of 1898 comstruction, had burned. It is interesting to
note that the present structure, though larger, is similar to that first
building, which also boasted corner towers and a baggage area to the rear.

Transportation - Historical Associations:

The incorporation of the St. Joe Lead Mining Company in 1864 resulted in
in the creation of one of the largest lead-mining areas in the world and,
along the way, engendered Bonne Terre and many of the surrounding towns in
St. Francois and Jefferson Counties. It is not surprising then that the
railroad industry in Bonne Terre also owes its origins to the Company, and
that for many years the railroad and the Depot were almost exclusively
reserved for Company business. (For further information on the St. Joe

Lead Company, see the Bonne Terre Lead Mine nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places).

The St. Joe Lead Company's first venture into rail transportation was the
construction in 1880 of a narrow-gauge line to Summit and Big River, where
a pumping station had been established to supply the mines with water.
Prior to this, the finished lead ingots, as well as supplies for the mill
and the town had been hauled by mules overland, on roads that were often
impassable. 1In addition, the daily accumulations of tailings from the ore
processing necessitated frequent removal, which was accomplished with much
difficulty by the use of oxen. With the new line, called the St. Joe and



9. Major Bibliographical References

1. Blackwell, Robert M. Bonne Terre: the First Hundred Years and More.
Bonne Terre, MO: Bonne lTerre Historical Society, 1982,

2. Bunch, Bill. Personal Interview, December 15, 1983,

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property (0. 53 acres

Quadrangte name BONNE TERRE, MO Quadrangle scale 1:24,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification A tract of land situated in U.S. Survey
#467, and the Northeast % Section 14, Township 37 North, Range & East of
St. Francois County, Missouri in the Limits of Bonne Terre, more particu-
larly described as follows: Commencing at the Southeast Corner of Block #26

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namestitte 1, Janice R. C e

organization Independent Brokers Assoc, Ltd, date January 18, 1984
street & number 42100 Arsenal telephone  (314) 771-5434
city or town ~ St. Louis state ,_ﬁissbﬁfi.—63116

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Thé -evluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national —._ state X_jocal

As the designated State Historlc Preservation Officer for the:National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fonh by the Natior_nal Park Servl_c_e.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Director, Depértment of Natural Resources and
titte State Historic Preservation Officer

For NPS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

. -date ;./‘? ?(/

[
H

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chiet of Registration
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At present, the Depot is wvacant and, although structurally sound,
is in only fair condition. Renovation is planned in the near future to
convert the structure into a restaurant with a railroad theme, while
retaining the original exterior appearance of the building.

Continuation sheet ltem number 8 Page L

Deloge Railway,2 transportation was expedited and the Company's interest
in establishing its own railway system was begun.

As the Company grew, there was a constant increase in mill production,
until in 1887, between 90 and 100,000 tons of freight was handled between
Bonne Terre and St. Louis in a single year. If the Mississippi River

could be accessed directly by the Company rail, extensive savings on
transport charges would result. A survey of the surrounding country
selected Riverside, a point about 6 miles north of Crystal City, as the
terminus for the new line. This would grant access both to the Iron
Mountain Railway and to the river, saving some 20 miles of transport and
opening new lands to settlement and mineral exploration.3 1In 1888 the
Company chartered a railway under the title the Mississippi River and

Bonne Terre Railway. Stockholders were J. Wyman Jones, President of the
St. Joe Company, C.B. Parsons, Company Supzrintendent, Gustav Setz, Company
Engineer, and the trustees of the Company. At first, standard gauge track
was intended, but as costs of construction mounted, it was decided to
switch the rail to narrow-gauge. The road was completed in 1890, and four
years later, the President was able to inform the Stockholders that the
line was realizing savings of over $2,000 a month. Having access to the
Mississippi River enabled the Company to remove its smelting operation

from Bonne Terre to ngculaneum, where water and sand for the process were
abundantly available.

With the development of many new mines in the Flat River district, in 1891
an extension was made to Doe Run so thati' ore from that area could be brought
to the Bonne Terre mill for processing. Freight, however, had to be
rehandled at Riverside so that the Company cars could transfer to the
standard gauge of the Iron Mountain Railway. On October 28, 1893, the
Board of Directors voted to widen the route in its entirety,.

The Depot:

The first depot building in Bonne Terre was constructed in 1898,9 some



NPS Forpn 10-900-8 OMB No. 1024-0018
A Exp. 10-31-34

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Mississippl River and
Continuation sheet Bonne Terre Rallway Depot Item number 8 Page 2

distance north of the present station. It was a one-story frame structure,
chiefly distinguished by octagonal towers flanking its primary facade.

When it burned in 1909, it was immediately replaced by the present building-}c
designed along similar lines, but with greatly enlarged size and importance.

In addition to handling all freight for the Company, the Depot was the
shipping point for supplies and produce of the Bonne Terre Freight and
Cattle Company, a subsidary of the St. Joe Lead Company, which controlled
all Company property in Bomme Terre, including the Company Store, farms,
housing, cattle and merchandise.ll At its height, the Depot saw 12 passenger
trains a day. Special excursions for its employees were often arranged

by the Company, including yearly visits to the Veiled Prophet Parade. For
many years, meeting Eiains at the Depot was a highlight of Sunday afternoon
for the townspeople.

In 1929, the Missouri-Pacific acquired controlling interest in the Miss-
issippi River and Bonne Terre Railway and incorporated it with the Missouri-
Illing%s line. Passenger service from Bonne Terre was discontinued in

1939. The last train was operated between Bonne Terre and Riverside in
1964, and the Missouri-Pacific abandonned the line in 196914 at the time

the St. Joe Lead Company suspended operations there. An agent of the
railroad, however, remained at the Bonne Terre Depot unt{% 1976, though

his duties consisted only of delivery to local shippers.

At present, the Depot stands vacant, but the owners intend to restore the
exterior to its original condition, and convert the building into a rest-
aurant, thereby returning it once again to its place as a central .gathering
point for the community.of Bonne Terre.

FOOTNOTES :

1 Report to Stockholders, St. Joe Lead Company, November 8, 1888. Copy
in Thompson Papers, Bonne Terre Library, Bonne Terre, MO.

2 Henry C. Thompson, Our Lead Belt Heritage, Bonne Terre, MO: 1955, p. 128.

Report to Stockholders, St. Joe Lead Company, May 19, 1989. Copy
in Thompson Papers, Bonne Terre Library, Bonne Terre, MO.

4 Board Minutes, St. Joe Lead Company, 1893. Copy in Thompson papers.

> J. Wyman Jones, A History of the St. Joe Lead Company, New York: May, 1892,
p. 35.

6 Ibid., p. 36.

Henry C. Thompson, 'History of the Missouri-Illinois Railroad,' Lead
Belt News, April 21, 1950.
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8“M.R. and B.T. Railway Is Organized,'" Bonne Terre Register, Bicentenial
Issue, 1953. Reprint of original article, ca. 1890.
9

Bill Bunch, personal interview, December 15, 1983.
10

Thompson, Our Lead Belt Heritage, p. 10.

11Robert M. Blackwell, Bonne Terre: the First Hundred Years and More,

Bonne Terre Historical Society, Bonne Terre, MO: 1982, p. 13.

Blackwell, p. 14,

12

13Wayne Leedman, "Historic Lead Belt Railroad Abandonned,' St. Louis

Post-Dispatch, June 25, 1969,

14Thompson, History of the Missouri-Illinois,.

15Bunch, personal interview,
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3. "Bonne Terre'" County Advertiser News. Farmington, MO, July 2, 1980.

4. Dearin%, F.H. A Historical Sketch of Bonne Terre. Bonne Terre, MO:
1933,

5. Dunn, Frances E. Ouf Heritage. Bonne Terre, MO: St. Matthew Lutheran
Church, 1983,

6. Goodspeed's History of Southeast Missouri. Independence, MO: BNL Library

Service, 1979. Reprint of 1888 edition.

7. Joneé, J. Wyman. A History of the St. Joe Lead Company. New York:
May 1892.

8. Leeman, Wayne. "Historic Lead Belt Railroad Abandonned.” St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, June 25, 1969,

9."M.R. and B.T. Railway is Organized." Bonne Terre Register, Bicentennial
Issue, ca. 1964. Reprint of article ca. 1390.

10. Reports to the Stockholders of the St. Joe Lead Company, 1874, November
8, 1888, October 17, 1893. Copies in Thompson Papers, Bonne Terre
Library, Bonne Terre, Missouri.

11. Southeast Missouri Regional Planning Commission. St. Joe State Park:
the Economic, Social and Physical TImpact of Missouri's Second
Largest State Park, 1979.

12. Thompson, Henry C. Our Lead Belt Heritage. Bonne Terre, MO: 1955,

13. . "History of the Missouri-Illinois Railroad." Lead Belt News,
April 21, 1950.

14, . Papers. Bonne Terre Library, Bonne Terre, Missouri.
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Town of Bonne Terre, thence S 2 52' E 73.06 feet to the point of beginning
of the tract S 43 42' W 297.00 feet aling and 10' Parallel with the center
line of existing rail road tracks (record bearing of said tract S 43 34' W)
to a point, thence N 46 18' W 80.00 feet to a point, thence N 43 42' E
280.34 feet to a point; thence S 58 04' E 18.82 feet to the point of be-
ginning.

Containing 0.53 acres more or less.
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January 18, 1984
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Missouri 65102
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER & BONNE TERRE RAILWAY
DEPOT

Oak Street
Bonne Terre, St. Francols Co., Missouri

Quadrangle: BONNE TERRE, MO
Scale: 1:24,000

UTM Reference Point:
15/715470/4199420
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BONNE TERRE DEPOT
- Bonne Terre, Missouri )

BASEMENTlPLAN.
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. .7 .- BONNE TERRE DEPOT

i o o Bonne Terré, Missouri .

SECOND FLOOR PLAN,




BONNE TERRE DEPOT

Bonne Terre, Missouri

ATTIC PLAN,
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BONHE TERRE DEPOT 9 of 9
Qak Street,; Bonne Terre
St. Francois County, Missouri

PHOTOGRAPEER: Randall Cawley
DATE: December 18,1983
NEG., LOC.: Rodica, Inc,

215 East Main

Flat River, MO 563601

Interior view of ticket office to the
southeast; showing original safe and
vault entrance.







